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DENNIS. _X&__q understapd, Look. Let's talk about some-
thing ele. What can We ik abour? The stunps. Why
don't yoi tell me about\hem, Mary?

{He hands ker the albuwin, She louches i, reverenitial.)

DENNIS. (contintdng) You know, Franklin Roosevelt col-
lected stamps.
MARY. (laughing a Viitle, sad) OF &ourse | knew that. My
grandfather actually correspopded with FDR. He
wanied © buy onéof our stamps!
DENNIS, Did he?
MARY. My grandfather had both a one penny AND a two
penny post office, From Mauritius. They've very very
rave.
DENNIS. The crown jewel of philately.
MARY, You know staups?
DENNIS. A litde,

(DENNIS swiles af her, friendly, while JACKIE walches
this, appalled, Bladkout.)
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Scene 4

PHILIP. No,
STERLING. Yesierdlay?
PHILIP. (4 sigh) Yes. He was he
STERLING. Yeah? \How was that?
PHILIP. How was il
STERLING. Yeah, yoiy know, anythi
PHILIP. Not that I kntgw of.
STERLING. Yeals?
PHILIP. Do you want solpething, Sterling? Do you want (o
look at. something, ox..
(He thinks for a minute\then remembers.

STERLING. Or what?
PHILIP. Nothing.

(beai)

Did he ... tell yon somethin
STERLING. 1s there something (o 1&li?
PHILIP. No, There isn't. He just sat Iiere, That’s all that hap-

pened, that’s all that ever happens. If anything\shows

up, my undersianding is he'll wall you, but novhing
ever does. Okay? Nothing ever doey,. ‘

yesterday.

going on?
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STERLING. That’s not what he says.

(There is @ beat. PRILIP thinks about his, then shrugs,
lawghs a littls.)

PHILIE. You want to look through my case? I'd be happy
(0 hiave you look through this stuff. [ don’t know why
you'd wanit to, ' pretty sure this isn't going w wean
anything to you, and 1 don’t know why you think,
wharever it is you do think -

STERLING. T don't think anything.

PHILIE, Okay. Okay then, let me show you what 1 got, maybe
you’ll get hucky and L'l get lucky and retive an the vast.
suins of money you'll shower on my unworthy head.

STERLING, | don’t need wo do that,

PHILIE. (beal) What do you wane? Sterling? Just tell me what
you want, okay?

STERLING. | wunt to hear about the girl.

PHILIP. What gil?

STERLING. You really want 1o play it like thag, Phil?

PHILIE. Oh my god. Does this actually get you things, atk-
ing ke this?

STERLING. Yealy, actually ic does.

PHILIP. Well good because frankly it seemns kind of silly to
me.

STERLING. That's fine. That's fine, Phil. Now why don't you
tell e about the girl.

PHILIE. Was theve a girl who cane in here yesterday, that
Deunis talked to who had some stanps, is this the
question yow've asking wme? Yes, The answer is yes,
there was a givl who cune in who had some stanmps
and Dennis alked to her. Now can 1 ask you some-
thing? Did Deunis tell you this, that he saw a girl in
here and she showed him some stinps?

STERLING. Yus he did.

PHILIR. Then why ave you asking me about i?

STERLING. 1'm asking about it because U'm Leying to be

polive.
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PHILIP. Hey, don't strain yourself,

STERLING. Philip, 1 don't. 1 just offer yon an opportunity.
I know you've got a problem, you think 1 took some-
thing from you at some point, you can’t get over
something that happened so long ago no one gives o
shit, 1 realize that I'm coming in here and 'm being
nice out of sensitivily 1o something I really, a ral’s iss
would be a step up, in my book, 1o what you've hold-
ing onto. We both know that. And it is an inant (o a
person, let's say a person was siupid, at one time in the
past, and I'm not lking about myself, but someone
behaves in a swipid way, 2o one has to say anything
about. that except that that person needs to own his
own stupidity and not wallow in some sense of blame
or victimhood, you're so interested in victimhood? Go
waich 'T'V,, that is not a world that interests me. It's an
irritant, So there is some question, in my mind? How
long this attempi at civility is going to sumvive here.
Under these circomstances, Because due respect, 'm
better in a situation when 1 can just be direct.

(beat)
This is an olive branch, Philip.

PHILIP. Well, you know, 'mi touched. | mean, that's terific.
All of this, whal you just said, 1 {eel a lot betier, 1 mean
you were right, you're right, 1 have been holding onto
that silly little matter, how long ago was that ~

STERLING. Eight —

PHILIP, Eight years! s (hat how long? Wow, time (lies
doesn’t ir?

STERLING. You ever hear from her?

PHILIP. That's not — I am not -

STERLING. I'm asking as a friend,

PHILIP. | am not talking about her!

STERLING. Fight years, due respect, is a long enough time
to contemplate that maybe there was a problem in the
marriage.




STERLING. Jusia ¢
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pRHILIP, (ouerdap) Lam not talking about hexl

asual observation. A casual, friendly -
pHILIE. What do you want, Sterling? You wiil o look at
puy siasmps, is that what you want? Then Pc”ux at them!
No? ‘Then shut the fuck up and get vui of my shop. I
ean it T don’t cave about your money. 1 don't want
you here, 1 don't., L.

(lixasperated, PHALIP stasls to put his st
Then he siops, looks at them, sad.)

PHILIP. (continuing: suddendy sad) Whatever. 1 s.h.ia some
nice.... you kuow, there’s a really lovely set of Columbi-
ans, someone brought them i, 1, they're canceled but
the color is quite good, quitLe...

sighs, looks at him, bracing

anmfis axiay.

( Beat, PHILIE stofis,
himself.)
PHILIP. (continuing) Okay. What wils in there?
STERLING. | was hoping you could rell me.
prnnnap, | didn'ysee i
STERLING. | don't believe you.
pPHILIE. What would 1 - what would T gain? _m, _....a:.:.m has
told you about it already, what would Tgain, by lying?
STERLING. I'in not sayiug you're lying.
LI, | didu't see it Ldidn't look.
STERIING. You didu't even look.
pRILIP. No, § didi's, How maiy times do we
this -~
STERLING. HEY, ASSHOLE.

{ heat)
Don't misunderstnd me.

prrp. | didn't look, Sterling! [ don't know what was :w
tiere. Whatever Denuis told you, it m.o:,::;w he's
lying, or trying 10 pull mcﬁmhrr,_mu 1 can ¢ help you
hecause 1 didn'e look, U sick of looking. Lvery day
there’s one more pathetic, Jook at iy stanps. eﬂr.m.m
are they worth, My great uncle told my thivd cousin

have o do
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that his stamp was sp valuable, it's worth a fortune,
buy mly stamnp, save my pathetic life, it’s a miracie! A
miracld that T just pulled out of a back dvawer! They

+

Tice,

PHILIP, (a short langh) Well, then Re is a liar

STERLING. You said\you didn’t see .

PHILIP, If he told yoly she hus a posioffice -

STERLING. He 1old m¥ she has two,

PHILIP, That’s insane. {le's lying,
{2 beat)
He's lying. They arel’t out there, They're like a myth.
Two post office star\ps? Just lying yromund some old
man’s stamp collection? Maybe he's got an undiscovered
Shakespeare sonuel in\there, too. An | you're aciually
checking this stury oul? Chinese, 1 lave biidge.

STERLING. Hey. Do 1 look wnyised? Becanse et me tell you
something which has in figt occurred 1o\me. If there’s
anyone in this situation wWho has the talent and the
know how to pull off anything resembling a scam, it
would be you, Phil, Dennis as the nerve,\but you're
the one would know how to\do it. So whepn Dennis
calls me and says "meel me af Phil’s, we have (o talk
about this stamp,’ 'm wondenng why that §s. What
you have to do with any of it. And T'm ntergsted in
hearing your explanation on tha

PHILIP, What?

STERLING. God, 1 don't want 10 have 1o kit yon.

pHILIP. | don’l want that cither. What arg you asking pe?
Am 1 cheating you? I'm just standing here. I jus\, 1
know nothing about anything you arq talking abo\t.
As far as I'm concerned, you are completely out ¢
your fucking mind -
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